TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

age of five years ten months; at twelve, a mental age of
ten years approximately. This backwardness, though
hardly appreciable at the age of three, will be pro-
nounced (if our first diagnosis is correct) by the time the
child reaches the Senior School, and unless really skilled
teaching has been given throughout the Infants3 and
Junior Schools he will be considerably below this
mental age in actual school attainments.

Although it is the general consensus of opinion that
nothing can be done to improve a state of inherent
mental backwardness, yet much may be done to help
this child to develop the powers that he possesses to the
fullest extent; he can, at least, through sympathetic
and intelligent teaching, reach the level of his mental
age.

It is important that we should make every effort to
discover; the causes of a child's retardation. More harm
is done in Infants' Schools than is commonly suspected,
by expecting achievements beyond a child's mental
capacity, more particularly in regard to the three
"R's." Even if neither praise nor blame is given for
results in school work, the backward child is not slow
to perceive that he is falling behind the others, in those
tasks that the teacher so obviously thinks are important.
Discouragement with one's own efforts is probably rare
in the nursery class, but from the age of five onwards,
when many teachers make definite attempts, to teach

children to read, write and perform simple operations
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